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Give Thanks 

11 On another occasion, as Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, he was passing along the border between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12 When he entered a certain village, ten men with leprosy met him. Standing at a distance, 13 they called out 
loudly, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” As they went away they were cleansed. 

15 One of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice. 16 He fell on his face at 
Jesus’ feet, thanking him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus responded, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the other 
nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and 
go your way. Your faith has saved you.” 

—Luke 17:11-19  

In churches around America, pastors are pointing their congregations to the wealth in this country, encouraging them 

to give thanks. They are talking about the blessings that God has showered upon this country. They are talking about 

how it is a blessing to live here. 

Although this is true, some people hear these words and think, “Pointing people to the abundance of money and 

possessions in a country isn’t an accurate calculation of wealth. This does not take into consideration the cost of living. 

This does not take into consideration the cost of health care. This does not take into consideration the massive debt 

imposed upon us. Wealthiest people in the world? I doubt it. If that pastor knew how much medical debt, I am 

swimming in, his tone would be different. If that pastor knew the insane price I must pay for rent, his tone would be 

different. If that pastor knew my personal financial difficulties, his words would be different.” 

I know that people take these statements in this way because that is how my sinful nature hears it. On so many 

thanksgivings, I am directed to our nation's abundance of physical blessings, but I don’t see them all in my life. Then, I 

feel a little embittered. Today, I want us to confront that feeling – a feeling of un-thankfulness. We will do so by 

looking to the greatest blessing that God has given us. Then, take time to appreciate the many blessings that God has 

given us. Ultimately, I will encourage you to join me as we give thanks. 

In the Gospel, Jesus brought our attention to the individual that returned to him to give thanks for the blessing that 

Jesus provided. Jesus held it out as admirable that this man returned to give thanks. Let’s use this man as an example 

for us.  

One day, Jesus traveled toward Jerusalem. On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus came across a leper colony. I bet it wasn’t an 

accident. I bet Jesus knew where he was going. Jesus wanted to come across these people with leprosy.  

So, let’s take a moment to review what was going on here. In Leviticus 13 and 14, the Lord outlined the procedures for 

Israel on how to handle occurrences of infectious skin diseases. In Leviticus 13, the Lord gave examples of different 

infectious skin diseases. He told them to watch some things and to quarantine others. We should note not all of these 

are what is currently called ‘leprosy,’ or Hansen’s Disease. One example would be if someone got burnt and then the 

burn got infected. If the infection went deeper than the skin and lasted awhile, the person would be marked as 

unclean. The Bible does not speak much about the effects of these infectious skin diseases. It is possible, and likely, that 

God gave these quarantine rules for the physical well-being of his people. It seems that this communicated something 

more important though. It communicated the pervasive nature of sin. It communicated how sin separates. Here is the 

command that God had for those people with infectious skin diseases, “The person with the skin disease who has an 

infection on him must wear torn clothes and let his hair be disheveled. He must cover his upper lip and cry out, “Unclean! 

Unclean!” For as long as the infection is on him, he shall remain unclean. He is unclean. He must live alone in a place outside the 

camp.” (Leviticus 13:44-45) These people in the leper colonies were separated from everything. They could not see 

friends. They could not see family. They could not go to work. Their lives as they knew them were essentially over. 

The greatest effect of this uncleanness was that they could not go to the temple. They couldn’t go to where their God 

was present. This uncleanness separated them from worship.  



Ten men with infectious skin diseases approached Jesus. You can imagine the sight. They cried out to him to have 

mercy on them. Perhaps, they heard the stories of the miracle worker that was traveling about healing people. 

Perhaps, they thought he would do the same for them. Maybe though, they had heard more. Maybe, they knew that 

Jesus was more than a miracle worker… that he was the Christ.  

Looking to Jesus in confidence, these men cried out, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us.” Although this translation renders 

their words as ‘have pity.’ Luke recorded it as ‘eleison’ in Greek. A word you might know from the canticle is ‘Kyrie 

Eleison’ or ‘Lord, Have mercy.’ Amid this separation from family, friends, function, and faith, they looked to Jesus for 

mercy. They looked to Jesus for a reprieve from their suffering.  

Then, Jesus responded to these men with leprosy in an unceremonious way. Jesus simply looked at the men and said, 

“Go, show yourselves to the priests.” Jesus said this according to the instructions given in Leviticus about the purification 

ritual. Notice that their skin was cleansed on the way to the priest. So, these men had to go in faith that Jesus had made 

them well. They did not have immediate proof. Instead, they went to the priest trusting that Jesus would fulfill his 

word.  

On the journey over to the priest, the men noticed Jesus fulfilled his word. They were healed. I bet they were all 

thankful. I bet they all saw that Jesus made them well. Then, they desired to follow through on his instructions. But 

one of them wanted to show his thankfulness. One of them decided to briefly delay his restoration to normal to give 

thanks to Jesus.  

The man that returned to give thanks was a Samaritan. Jesus held him out as an example. All ten were healed. 

Perhaps, all ten were thankful and had faith in Jesus. Yet, one of them went back to give thanks to Jesus. Jesus pointed 

to this action as something positive. After this man thanked him, Jesus told him to go because his faith had made him 

well.  

This account of the ten men with leprosy is the classic thanksgiving account. One man came back to give thanks to 

Jesus. This is a great example for us. I want to consider the blessing that this man received from Jesus further. This 

man that gave thanks to Jesus likely didn’t have every blessing in the world. Likely, his life would have been quite 

hard. Perhaps, this man could be frustrated with God. God had allowed him to get an infectious skin disease. Then, 

the laws that God established forced him to live in the outskirts of society. Also, God’s laws would cause him to look 

like a menace to society. Even after this guy would return, it would probably take a bit for things to return to normal. 

How long had he been there? If he was married, how did this affect his relationship? If he had children, how did this 

affect his children? If he had a job, would he come back to one? Even in the face of this blessing, there would be ways 

that he would feel less than blessed. Yet, in the face of all these unknowns, this man saw how he was blessed by God. 

Jesus restored his life. Jesus did away with his uncleanness. As a Samaritan, he likely did not have a connection to the 

temple, but Jesus was God ‘tabernacled’ among them. He had that unfathomable blessing in Christ Jesus. Therefore, 

this man could give thanks.  

Let’s give thanks in the face of difficulties. The ‘First Thanksgiving’ was a harvest festival celebrated by 90 

Wampanoag tribe members and 53 Pilgrims in Plymouth. Many of the Pilgrims were Christians. Although they had 

some poor theological teachings, it is cool to consider their thanksgiving to God in the face of hardship.  

Many Plymouth settlers died during the first winter after a rough trip. After that, they received invaluable assistance 

from Samoset and the Wampanoag people. They could have been embittered. Instead, they took the opportunity to 

give thanks to God for the gifts they had. 

Regarding the celebration, a leader of the Plymouth colony, Edward Winslow, said, “And although it be not always so 

plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by the goodness of God, we are so far from want that we often wish you, 

partakers of our plenty.” In the face of difficulty -- many died, and uncertainty was ahead -- the Pilgrims gave thanks 

to God. 

Life is not always easy for everyone. Many people are stressed about money. A recent study by Capital One and the 

Decision Lab called the ‘Mind Over Money’ survey, showed 77% of Americans feel anxious about finances. This year, 

many families are celebrating Thanksgiving with one less spot set at the table because of a lost loved one. Some people 

will go home from this service without a feast. Are you impacted by any of these pains this Thanksgiving?  On one 



hand, do not let me belittle your pain. Pain is real. On the other hand, have you allowed this pain to blur your vision? 

Have you allowed trouble to cause you to not see God’s gifts? Have you allowed stress to stop you from giving 

thanks? If so, that is a sin. To fail to give thanks to the God who graciously gives is wrong.  

So, if you are struggling with feelings of un-thankfulness this Thanksgiving, let me direct you to Jesus. First, look to 

the perfect life that Jesus lived for you. Consider Jesus’ life. Jesus said, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but 

the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” (Matthew 8:20) Jesus knew difficulty in his earthly life. Yet, Jesus gave 

thanks constantly. Before feeding the 4,000, Jesus gave thanks. Before raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus gave 

thanks. If you have failed ever to give thanks to God, look to Jesus who gave thanks constantly and perfectly. Jesus 

gave thanks for you. This is Jesus living as your substitute. Jesus was your substitute in death as well. Jesus who 

perfectly gave thanks for you gave the perfect sacrifice for you. Jesus laid down his life on the cross. On the cross, he 

took away your sins. He took away your sin of un-thankfulness. In this, he gave you the greatest gift for which to be 

thankful. Jesus in his life, death, and resurrection gave you eternal life. This is the ultimate blessing for which to give 

thanks. 

Therefore, let’s give thanks today and always. There are stresses in this life, but there are also blessings from God. 

God has blessed you with a church family. You are not alone today. You are surrounded by people who love God. 

God has also given to you, his Holy Spirit. He is with you always. God has blessed you in many ways. Focus on these 

in the face of the difficulties of this world. Ultimately, God has blessed you with eternal salvation. Thank him. O give 

thanks unto the Lord for he is good. His mercy endures forever. Amen.  

 

 


